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Catonsville Design Study

6. Design Context for Planning

Catonsville loday is |he resull of many changes -
from rpral village, to sireeicar suburb lo modern
suburb. Its location attracted two groups: the
first: businessmen whao served travelers as well
as local residents on Frederick Road; the
second, people focking for housing - at firsl in
counlry estales, and faler in suburban homes.
The dgitizens ol Catensville 2000 have expressed
1heir desire 1a retain this vilfage character of
1heir pommunity. Before planning can 1ake
place for the future, it is necessary to analyze
exisling conditions lo discover the lactors that
contribute 1o the village character and opporuni-
ties for furlher reinforcing that characler. The
primary focus area, as defined by the commu-
nity, was analyzed in terms ol #ts land use and
physical characlernstics lo find problems and op-
portunities, and lo delermine luturg guidelines
for growih.

Land Use:

The primary focus area conlains three general
land uses: Commercial, Residential, and Public/
Instituticnal.

Commercial uses are primarily lkocated along

Frederick Road, lhe main |horoughfare. As

but, this commercial space {alls inlo lwo

physical lypes:

1. The older, commercial buitdings placed
close to the streel.

2. The newer buildings, sel further back frem
Lhe slreel,

These two fypes of buildings form two very

distincl characlers along Frederick Road. The

“wvillage core”, as it is called, is the area of older

huildings, mostly two 1o three stories in height.
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Calonsville Design Study

6.2

Streel and Blocks

Catonsville has a unique sireet pallern, derived
from ils hisloric 2l development from a summer
communily of large houses and aler 3 slreetcar
suburb. The patlern ol sireels has two primary
idenliliable charactenstics:

1. Many north-south sireets are discontimious
and dead end inlo Frederick Road. As
menlioned in the Iraflic section, this brings
many cars in the neighborhood 1c Frederick
Road. This is good for retail business,
although it also promotes congeslion as
through Iraflic mixes with local iratfic.

Many Streets End In Buildings

Bloomsbury

Streets

r
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Calonsville Design Sludy 6.5

Historic Stnxclures

The buildings of Catonsville vary widely in
hisleric style. In the village core tself, most
buildings still existing were built belween 1880
and 1330. Some are homes converied to shops,
while clhers were buill as stores. Some build-
ings are of stone, like the cold slone miit olfice al
the corner of Fredenck and Bloomsbury, now 2
hookstore; others are of brick or wood. In the
village core area, about 40 percent ol the com-
mercial buiidings are historic. In bolh cases,
through changes in ownership, storefronts have
been “updated” periodically.

¥ Hitoric
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Histaric Buildings

Choarkee My Piotion
Irgem Fubile Paridng

1/4 Mile Radius Figure/Ground
Walking Distance Figure/Ground
Walking distance, usually defined as a t/4 mite The physical character ol a place is primarily
radius Irom any given point, is an imporiant created by lhe way buildings are grouped
ingredient in a village retail area. In Catonsville, logether. The varying characlers aleng Freder-
this circle placed wilh its cenler al the exisling ick Road with buildings closer lo the sireet and
public parking lot extends from jusi east of Ihe buildings sel back from he slreet are evident in
InglesidesFrederick intersection 1o east of the the figure ground. The very low densily in the
post ollice. This suggesls i is wel located for vicinily ol the viltage core behind Frederick Road
Ihe village area. Itis also ol interesl ard appro- uses is also ewvident,
priale that this circle encompasses most of Ihe

village core.
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Calonsville Design Study

6.7

Analysis Conclusions

The analysis ol the physical characleristics of
Calonsviile reveals a communily with many
assels i the process of change.

The village character is not consislen! along
Frederick Road ai present. Three building
palterns exist. Tha village characier and
small scale patiem should be reinloiced and
further erosion should be slopped.

Preservalion ol exisling historic slruclures
should be encouraged in 1he village core.

The historic character of many older build-
ings has been obscured by modern addi-
tions and signage.

The densily of development in ihe primary
focus area is kow and could be increased in
the village core.

Sireel densily is low. This has resulled in
the creation of many private driveways. An
increased sireel density in the village core
would help raticnalize parking.

More nortysouth through streels will help
reduce Irallic congestion al the Ingleside/
Fredenck mlersection.

The size ot {he village core is good for
walking.

There is a high proportion ol public and civic
instilutions in Catonsville which contnbute 1o
the village characler.
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